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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SHORT-RANGE WIRELESS RETAIL 
ADVERTISING AIMED AT SHORT-RANGE WIRELESS PROTOCOL- 
ENABLED PERSONAL DEVICES 

Background 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to short-range wireless 
communications and, more particularly, to short-range wireless communications 
pertaining to advertising. 

Background Information 

Advertising is one way that a business accomplishes many functions with 
respect to potential customers. In one respect, advertising enables a potential 
customer to know what products and/or services are offered by the business. In 
another respect, advertising enables a potential customer to know prices for 
many of the products and/or services offered by the business. In still another 
respect, advertising provides a way for the business to entice prospective 
customers to enter the business with the potential to purchase the goods and/or 
services offered by the business. 

Advertising can be accomplished utilizing various media such as print and 
electronic. Print media includes newspapers, magazines, flyers, brochures, 
billboards, signs, and the like. One problem with print media for advertising is its 
static nature, i.e. it is not easily changeable. Additionally, with the exception of 



NCR Docket No. 9903 

some signs and/or billboards, potential customers may not read print media 
because of not receiving the print media. 

Electronic media includes television and radio. One problem with 
television advertising is its high cost both for fees paid to play the advertisement 
on the television and of production of the advertisement. Television is also 
remote from the business and requires that a potential customer watch the 
particular television channel at the particular time that the advertisement or 
commercial is being run. Radio advertising has the same problems as television 
advertising. 

When a potential customer is proximate or exterior to the business, all 
forms of advertising other than signs on or adjacent to the business or audio 
broadcasting from the business are ineffective to immediately reach the potential 
customer (with the exception of happenstance listening/viewing of a 
radio/television advertisement on a portable radio/television). It is therefore a 
quandary on how to entice a prospective customer that is proximate a business 
to enter the business. It is also a problem on how to inform a prospective 
customer of current specials or sales other than signs. As an example, a 
restaurant typically can only provide information regarding a "today's special" via 
a sign. The potential customer must then focus on the restaurant. 

It would thus be advantageous to have a manner of advertising that 
alleviates the above-noted shortcomings and/or problems. It would thus be 
further advantageous to have a manner of advertising that targets prospective 
customers that are proximate a business other than via print. 
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What is therefore needed is a manner of advertising to prospective 
customers that are proximate a business that overcomes one or more of the 
above-mentioned drawbacks. What is particularly needed is a manner of 
advertising to prospective customers that are proximate a business in a more 
effective manner than the prior art. 

Summary 

The subject invention is a system, apparatus and method that provides 
advertising from a business to prospective customers that are proximate the 
business. 

Particularly, the subject invention is a system, apparatus and method that 
provides advertising transmitted from a business to prospective customers that 
are proximate the business premises via a short-range wireless transmission 
protocol receivable by personal devices enabled with the short-range wireless 
transmission protocol. Preferably, the personal devices are already enabled with 
the short-range wireless transmission protocol. As well, the short-range wireless 
transmission protocol is preferably Bluetooth'™. 

Such advertising may be either only one-way from the business or may be 
interactive (two-way) between the business and a prospective customer. In the 
one-way transmission mode, the personal device only receives the 
advertisement. The advertisement is preferably automatically received and 
played on the personal device. In the interactive or two-way mode, the personal 
device not only receives the advertisement, the personal device is able to 
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interact with or respond to the advertisement. In the interactive mode the 
personal device is thus operative to send information back to the business. 

In accordance with an aspect of the subject invention, there is provided a 
method of providing an advertisement for a store to a prospective customer. The 
method includes the steps of: (a) compiling an advertisement; (b) formatting the 
advertisement into a radio signal having a radio transmission protocol that is 
receivable by a personal device of a prospective customer, the personal device 
having a radio receiver enabled to receive the transmission protocol signal; and 
(c) transmitting the radio signal from the store. 

In accordance with another aspect of the subject invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for providing an advertisement to a prospective customer. 
The apparatus includes a storage device, a transmitter in communication with 
the storage device, and an antenna in communication with the transmitter. The 
storage device is operative to store an advertisement. The transmitter is 
operative to receive the advertisement from the storage device and fomnat the 
advertisement into a radio signal having a radio transmission protocol that is 
receivable by a personal device of a prospective customer having a radio 
receiver enabled to receive the transmission protocol signal. The antenna is 
operative to transmit the radio signal from the store. 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the subject invention, there is 
provided a system for store advertising. The system includes a storage device, a 
transmitter in communication with the storage device, a receiver, and an antenna 
in communication with the transmitter and the receiver, all of which are located at 



NCR Docket No. 9903 

the store. The storage device is operative to store a store advertisement. The 
transmitter Is operative to receive the advertisement from the storage device and 
to format the advertisement into a radio signal having a radio transmission 
protocol that Is receivable by a personal device of a prospective customer having 
a radio receiver enabled to receive the transmission protocol signal. The 
receiver is operative to receive an incoming radio signal of the radio transmission 
protocol from the personal device of the prospective customer. The antenna is 
operative to transmit the radio signal from the store and receive the incoming 
radio signal from the personal device. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a representative diagram of a store having an exemplary wireless 
broadcasting system in accordance with the principles of the subject invention; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the broadcasting system of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 is a representation of an exemplary personal device that is 
operative to receive the transmissions of the broadcasting system of Figs. 1 and 
2; 

Fig. 4 is a representative diagram of the store having an exemplary 
wireless broadcasting and receiving system in accordance with the principles of 
the subject invention; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of the broadcasting and receiving system of Fig, 
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Fig. 6 is a representation of an exemplary personal device that is 
operative to receive the transmissions of the broadcasting system of Figs. 4 and 
5 and transmit signals to the receiving system of Figs. 4 and 5; and 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart of an exemplary manner of operation of the subject 
invention. 

Corresponding reference characters indicate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views. 
Detailed Description of the Invention 

Referring to Fig. 1, there is depicted a representation of a store, generally 
designated 10, that utilizes the subject invention. The store 10 is representative 
of any type of store, restaurant, or the like (collectively, "store"). The store 12 is 
shown having an embodiment of the subject invention. In particular, the store 10 
has a broadcasting or transmission system generally designated 12. The 
broadcasting system 12 is operative to generate and transmit/broadcast a signal 
14 represented by the substantially concentric dashed circles. The signal 14 has 
a signal strength that defines a perimeter 16 at which the signal fails off to 
essentially zero signal strength or is too weak to be received. In accordance with 
an aspect of the subject invention, the signal strength of the signal 14 is such 
that the perimeter 16 is only a short distance from the store 10. Particularly, the 
signal strength of the signal 14 is such that it preferably defines a perimeter of 
about 100 yards or less from the store or the store premises 10. The 
broadcasting system 12 is thus a short-range radio (wireless) broadcasting 
system. As such, the broadcasting system 12 is operative to transmit signals to 
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the inside of the store 10, the outside of the store 10, and/or both the inside and 
outside of the store 10. 

The signal 14 carries information or data to a personal device 26 that is 
operative, adapted, and/or configured to receive the signal 14. The personal 
device 26 in Fig. 1 is representative of any and all types of electronic personal 
devices that are typically carried by potential customers and that are operative, 
adapted, and/or configured to receive and utilize a short-range wireless signal as 
described herein. To that end, a first potential customer 18 is shown having a 
cell phone 20, the cell phone 20 being a type of personal device. The first 
potential customer 18 is external to the store 10 (i.e. outside of the physical 
premises of the store 10) and is within the signal perimeter (range) 16 such that 
the cell phone 20 can receive the signal 14. A second potential customer 22 is 
shown having a personal digital assistant (PDA) 24, the PDA 24 being one type 
of personal device. The second potential customer 22 is internal to the .store 10 
(i.e. inside of the physical premises of the store 10) and is within the signal 
perimeter (range) 16 such that the PDA 24 can receive the signal 14. 

The signal 14 carries information or data regarding or relating to the store 
10 such as with respect to the products and/or services offered by the store in 
addition to store Information such as hours of operation and the like. The 
information or data, in one form, may constitute an advertisement, commercial, 
offer, or product and/or services descriptions, choices, prices, and the like. 
Particularly, the information or data preferably constitutes an advertisement, 
commercial, or the like, without being exhaustive, for the products and/or 
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services offered by the store 10. Hereinafter, the term advertisement will be 
used to denote the various information and data referenced in this paragraph 
unless specifically indicated to the contrary. 

The advertisement may consist of audio information, video infomnation, 
and/or a combination of audio/video information. The video information may be 
still data (static pictures or the like), moving data (movies or the like), or a 
combination of still and moving data. Of course, the advertisement may 
constitute other types of data that can be presented on a personal device. 

In addition to the signal 14 being a short or limited range wireless signal, 
the signal 14 utilizes a preferably known protocol that can be currently utilized by 
existing personal devices. According to an aspect of the subject invention, the 
transmitter 30 generates the signal 14 utilizing a protocol or format that is already 
receivable and utilizable by the personal device. The ability to receive and utilize 
the signal is embedded in the personal device as part of its functionality or may 
be easily added to the personal device as via a plug-in card or module. The 
signal 14 is also preferably within an unlicensed radio frequency band of the 
radio frequency spectrum. 

One such wireless protocol/format that meets the present criteria for the 
subject invention and which is preferably utilized, is Bluetooth™. Bluetooth™ is 
a short-range, low-power, wireless (radio) data protocol/format that operates in 
an unlicensed radio frequency band. Particularly, Bluetooth™ operates at 2.4 
GHz at a range of around 30 feet in the ISM band. Details regarding Bluetooth™ 
can be found at www.bluetooth.com . Particularly, reference and specific 
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incorporation herein is made to the Bluetooth™ Specification, version 1 .1 , and 
the Bluetooth™ Profiles, both of which are located atwww.bluetooth.com. 

Referring to Fig. 2, there is depicted a block diagram of the broadcasting 
or transmitting system 12 within the store 10. The broadcasting system 10 
includes a transmitter 30 that is in communication with an antenna 32. The 
transmitter is operative to generate the signal 14 and provide the signal 14 to the 
antenna 32. The antenna 32 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to radiate, 
broadcast, or transmit the signal 14 received from the transmitter 30. The 
antenna 32 is located such that the signal 14 is provided only exterior of the 
store 10, only interior to the store 10, or both interior and exterior to the store 10, 
depending on the application and/or the intended recipients. 

The transmitter 30 is further operative to provide a short-range signal 
utilizing the signal protocol. The broadcasting system 10 further includes a 
storage device 34 that is in communication with the transmitter 30. The storage 
device 34 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to store an advertisement or 
multiple advertisements. An input device 36 is in communication with the 
storage device 34 and/or the transmitter 30 directly, and is configured, adapted, 
and/or operative to allow the input of an advertisement into the storage device 
34. It should be appreciated that the transmitter 30 as depicted in Fig. 2 includes 
the necessary processor, processing unit, processing circuitry/logic, and/or the 
like to coordinate the inclusion or formatting of an advertisement from the 
storage device 34 or directly from the input device 36 as the signal or part of the 
signal 14. 
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The broadcasting system 1 2 is tlius configured, adapted, and/or operative 
to receive an advertisement from the storage device 34 as received from the 
input device 36 (or directly from the input device 36) and wirelessly transmit the 
advertisement to a personal device that is within the signal perimeter 16. In this 
manner, any personal device that Includes the necessary protocol/format 
receiver and utilization circuitry/logic may receive and utilize the advertisement. 
Utilization of the advertisement typically entails playing and/or showing the 
1^ advertisement. 

3 The signal 14 preferably Includes coding that allows the personal device 

^ 26 to automatically receive and/or play the advertisement when the personal 

!^ device 26 is on, or is in a standby mode. Thus, when the personal device 26 Is 

L within the perimeter 1 6 (range of the signal 14), the personal device 26 

il automatically receives and/or plays the advertisement. 

O Referring to Fig. 3, there is depicted the generic personal device 26 that 

represents the myriad personal devices that can be used In conjunction with the 
broadcasting system 12. The personal device 26 includes a screen, display, or 
the like 40 that is preferably a touch-screen or that Incorporates touch-screen 
capabilities. A stylus 42 may be used in conjunction with the screen 40 to enter 
information into the personal device, make selections of choices If applicable, 
and perfonn other tasks as is usual and/or customary for personal devices. The 
personal device 26 also Includes a keypad 44 for alphabetic data entry and a 
keypad 46 for numeric data entry. A microprocessor or the like 51 is in 
communication with the screen 40, the alphabetic keyboard 44, and the numeric 
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keypad 46. The personal device 26 operates in a normal manner to typical 
personal devices. 

The personal device 26 also includes a receiver 48 that is in 
communication with the microprocessor 51 and an antenna 50. The antenna 50 
is configured, adapted, and/or operative to receive the signal 14 and provide the 
signal to the receiver 48. The receiver 48 is configured, adapted, and/or 
operative to receive, process, and/or utilize the signal 14 in the particular 
M. protocol/format broadcast by the broadcast system 1 2 from the store 1 0. 

5 Preferably, the receiver 48 is a Bluetooth™ enabled or compatible device, in 

W which case the antenna 50 is also Bluetooth™ compatible. In this manner, the 

W personal device 26 Is operative to receive and utilize the Bluetooth™ protocol or 

y formatted information. 

fn 

The personal device 26 is operative to display the signal 14 
S (advertisement) from the store 1 0 on the screen 40. The personal device 26 is 

within the perimeter 16 of the signal 14 and thus is proximate or in the store 10. 
As an example, an advertisement 52 is shown on the screen 40. The 
advertisement 52 is for a restaurant. The restaurant is advertising a "today's 
special" for the potential customer. Thus, when the personal device 26 is within 
range of the signal 14, the personal device 26, through its antenna 50 and 
receiver 48, receive the signal 14. The store 10 (restaurant) is thus able to 
provide information to the potential customer via the personal device of the 
customer. 
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It should be appreciated that the features and/or components of the 
personal device 26 as depicted in Fig. 3 are only exemplary of various features 
and/or components that may be part of a personal device such as a cell phone, a 
personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable computer, a special-purpose 
personal device, or the like. Thus, each type of personal device may or may not 
have the particular features and/or components shown and/or described in 
conjunction with Fig. 3 with the exception of the ability to receive and utilize the 
signal 14 transmitted by the broadcasting system 12. Further, any such personal 
device may have features and/or components not shown and/or described 
herein. 

In the embodiment of Figs. 2-4, the signal 14 is a one-way signal. 
Particularly, the signal 14 transmitted by the broadcasting system 12 is operative 
to only send a signal (advertisement) to personal devices. The personal devices 
are thus operative to receive, play, and/or show the advertisement. The signal 
14 may thus include coding that allows the personal device 26 to receive, utilize, 
and/or play the advertisement. 

Referring now to Fig. 4, there is depicted the store 10 having another 
embodiment of the subject invention. Particularly, the store 10 has a transmitting 
and receiving system, generally designated 60. The transmitting and receiving 
system 60 includes a transmitting or transmission system 62 and a receiving 
system 64. The transmitting system 62 is operative to generate and transmit a 
signal, represented by the bolt 66. As with the broadcasting system 12 of Figs. 1 
and 2, the signal 66 is an advertisement from the store 10 and is directed to a 
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potential customer 70. Particularly, the signal 66 is directed to the personal 
device 72 (here depicted as a cell phone) of the potential customer 70. The 
potential customer 70 is shown exterior to the store 10 but within the perimeter 
1 6 of the signal 66. Of course, the potential customer may be interior to the 
store 10. The composition, features, and/or characteristics of the signal 66 are 
the same as the signal 14, which is described above in connection with Figs. 1-3. 

The receiving system 64 of the transmitting and receiving system 60 is 
operative to receive a signal, represented by the bolt 68 from the personal device 
72. The personal device 72 is thus operative, configured, and/or adapted to 
generate and transmit the signal 68. The signal 68 is of the same 
protocol/format as well as within the same frequency band as the signal 66. The 
personal device 72 is preferably already equipped, configured and/or adapted to 
receive and transmit the particular protocol/format of the signals 66 and 68. The 
personal device 72 preferably utilizes the Bluetooth™ protocol/format. The 
substance of the signal 68 is a reply, selection, or the like with respect to the 
signal 66. 

Referring to Fig. 5, there is depicted a block diagram of the transmitting 
and receiving system 60 within the store 10. The transmitting and receiving 
system 60 includes the transmission or transmitting system 62 and the receiving 
system 64. The transmitting system 62 includes a transmitter 74 that is in 
communication with an antenna 76. The transmitter 74 is operative to generate 
the signal 66 and provide the signal 66 to the antenna 76 in at least the same 
manner as the transmitter 30. The antenna 76 Is configured, adapted, and/or 
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operative to radiate, broadcast, or transmit tlie signal 66 received from the 
transmitter 74 in at least the same manner as the antenna 32. The transmitter 
74 is further operative to provide a short-range signal utilizing the known protocol 
as described above in connection with Figs. 1-3. Again, depending on the 
placement and/or type of antenna, the signal 66 may be provided interior to the 
store 10, exterior to the store 10, or both. 

The transmitting system 62 further includes a storage device 86 that is in 
communication with the transmitter 74. The storage device 86 is configured, 
2 adapted, and/or operative to store an advertisement or multiple advertisements. 

J An input device 78 is in communication with the transmitter 74 and may be in 

5 communication with the storage device 86 as represented by the dashed line. 

The input device 78 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to allow the input of 
W an advertisement into the storage device 86. The Input device 78 may be or 

W include a number of different devices such as tape machines (e.g. VCR, 

^ cassette, or the like), digital input devices (e.g. DVD, CD, or the like), manual 

input devices (e.g. keyboard, microphone, or the like), or any other device that is 
capable of accepting input (either or both analog and digital input) by whatever 
means (i.e. mechanical or manual). It should be appreciated that the transmitter 
74 as depicted in Fig. 5 includes the necessary processor, processing unit, 
processing circuitry/logic, and/or the like to coordinate the inclusion or formatting 
of an advertisement from the storage device 86 as the signal 66 or part of the 
signal 66. 
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The transmitting system 62 is tiius configured, adapted, and/or operative 
to receive an advertisement from the input device 78 and/or the storage device 
86 as received from the input device 78 and wirelessly transmit the 
advertisement to a personal device that is within the signal perimeter 16. In this 
manner, any personal device that includes the necessary protocol/format 
receiver and utilization circuitry/logic may receive and utilize the advertisement. 
Utilization of the advertisement typically entails playing and/or showing the 
advertisement. 

The receiving system 64 includes an antenna 82 and a receiver 80 that is 
in communication with the antenna 82. The antenna 82 is configured, adapted, 
and/or operative to receive the signal 68 and provide the signal 68 to the receiver 
80. The receiver 80 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to receive and 
process the signal 68 accordingly. As such, the receiver 80 includes the 
necessary and/or appropriate processor, processing unit, and/or processing 
circuitry/logic to perform the processing of the signal 68. It should be 
appreciated that while the transmitter 74 and the receiver 80 are shown as being 
separate, the transmitter 74 and the receiver 80 may share circuitry/logic as 
appropriate and/or necessary, especially the processor, processing unit, and/or 
processing circuitry/logic. 

The receiving system 64 may also include (share) the storage device 86 
which would be In communication with the receiver 80. Thus, the storage device 
86 is operative to receive and store information or data of the signal 68. As an 
example, the information/data of the signal 68 may include a request for 
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reservations, further inquiry of menu items and/or prices, a selection of furtlier 
information as transmitted in the signal 66 from the store 10 and chosen by the 
potential customer, and/or the like. The receiving system 64 thus includes an 
output device 84 that is in communication with the receiver 80 and the storage 
device 86. The output device 84 may be an audio and/or video device. 
Particularly, the output device 84 may be a display, speaker, printer, recording 
device or the like, either alone or in combination with any other such device. The 
output device 84 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to provide in the 
manner of the device, the information/data of the signal 68. The receiver 80 may 
provide the information/data from the received signal 68 directly to the output 
device 84 as well as simultaneously to the storage device 86. The output device 
84 may retrieve information from the storage device 86 in conjunctipn with the 
input device 78. 

In Fig. 6, an embodiment of a personal device, generally designated 90, 
configured, adapted, and/or operative to operate in connection with the 
embodiment of the subject invention as depicted in Figs. 4 and 5. In particular, 
the personal device 90 includes a screen, display, or the like 92 that is preferably 
a touch-screen or that incorporates touch-screen capabilities. A stylus 94 may 
be used in conjunction with the screen 92 to enter information into the personal 
device, make selections of choices if applicable, and perform other tasks as is 
usual and/or customary for personal devices. The personal device 90 also 
includes a keypad 96 for alphabetic data entry and a keypad 98 for numeric data 
entry. A microprocessor or the like 106 is in communication with the screen 92, 
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the alphabetic keyboard 96, and the numeric keypad 98. The personal device 
90 operates in a nomial manner to typical personal devices. 

The personal device 90 also includes a receiver 100 that is in 
communication with the microprocessor 106 and an antenna 102. The antenna 
102 is configured, adapted, and/or operative to receive the signal 66 and provide 
the signal to the receiver 100. The receiver 100 is configured, adapted, and/or 
operative to receive, process, and/or utilize the signal 66 in the particular 
protocol/format transmitted by the transmitting system 62 from the store 10. 
Preferably, the receiver 100 is a Bluetooth™ enabled or compatible device, in 
which case the antenna 102 is also Bluetooth™ compatible. In this manner, the 
personal device 90 is operative to receive and utilize Bluetooth™ formatted 
information. 

The personal device 90 also includes a transmitter 104 that is in 
communication with the microprocessor 106 and the antenna 102. It should be 
appreciated that while the receiver 100 and the transmitter 104 share the 
antenna 102, and thus the antenna 102 as shown is adapted, configured, and/or 
operative to allow/permit both receiving and transmitting of signals, there may be 
a separate antenna for the receiver 100 and the transmitter 104. The transmitter 
104 is operative to generate the signal 68 according to input from the personal 
device 90 and provide the signal 68 to the antenna 102. 

Preferably, the transmitter 104 is a Bluetooth™ enabled or compatible 
device, in which case the antenna 102 is also Bluetooth™ compatible. In this 
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manner, the personal device 90 is operative to transmit Bluetooth™ formatted 
information. 

As shown on the screen 92, the personal device 90 is operative to display 
the information/data 108 of the signal 68 that has been input by the potential 
customer in response to an advertisement of the signal 66 (see the 
advertisement on the personal device of Fig. 3). Further to that example, the 
potential customer has requested that reservations for four people at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday. This information 108 is included in the signal 68 transmitted by the 
personal device 90 and received by the receiving system 62 of the store 10. The 
store 10 will receive and process the request. 

In the embodiment of the subject invention shown and described in 
connection with Figs. 4-6, the advertisement provided as or in the signal 66 may 
be interactive. Particularly, the signal 66 may have or provide coding that allows 
the personal device to display (or play if audible) choices or items that are 
selectable by the potential customer (e.g. a menu). The selected item or choice 
is then transmitted back to the receiver 80 for processing by the store 10. In 
another fomi, the coding may provide for layers of selectable items that may or 
may not be transmitted back to the receiver 80 for processing by the store 10. 
The store 10 may then respond to the response. 

In the absence of coding in the signal 66 that allows the personal device 
to display or play choices, potential customer may utilize the pereonal device 90 
to communicate with the store 10. This is accomplished by the personal device 
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90 generating a signal and transmitting the signal (via the transmitter 104 and 
the antenna 102) to the receiver 80 of the store 10. 

In another fomn, the store 10 may provide an interrogation signal via the 
transmitter 74 and the antenna 76 that will be returned automatically by any 
personal device that is within the perimeter 16. The retum signal may be coded 
for differentiation of personal devices by the store 10. In this manner, the store 
10 may determine if any personal devices 90 are within the perimeter 16 and/or 
how many personal devices 90. 

Operation 

Referring to Fig. 7, there is depicted an exemplary manner of operation 
of the subject invention. In particular, there is depicted a flow chart, generally 
designated 1 10, of an exemplary manner of operation of the subject Invention. 
In step 1 12, an advertisement is assembled by the store 10. In step 1 14, the 
advertisement is then input into the transmitting system. In step 116, the 
advertisement is formatted into the appropriate protocol. Preferably, the 
advertisement is formatted into the Bluetooth™ protocol. In this preferred 
embodiment, such Bluetooth™ "formatting" necessarily dictates the constraints 
and/or parameters of transmission by the transmitting system of the Bluetooth™ 
specifications. Once the advertisement has been appropriately formatted then, 
in step 118, the formatted advertisement is transmitted. In accordance with the 
principles of the subject invention, the transmission is aimed at Bluetooth™ 
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enabled devices. Thereafter, in step 120, tlie receiving systenri of tlie store 
awaits for a Bluetooth™ formatted response from a Bluetooth™ enabled device. 

While this invention has been described as having a preferred design, the 
subject invention can be further modified within the spirit and scope of this 
disclosure. This application is therefore intended to cover any variations, uses, 
or adaptations of the subject invention using its general principles. Further, this 
application is Intended to cover such departures from the present disclosure as 
come within known or customary practice In the art to which this Invention 
pertains and that fall within the limits of the appended claims. 
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